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1802-1895 affair. " It cannot/' he said, " be too clearly laid down, that the
Age 39-42 responsibility for the prevention and suppression of local disorder
lies, where it has always lain, since the earliest period of our history,
with the local authorities." That was why, if rioters damage a
house, the local authority, and not the Central Executive, must
answer for the damage. That is why, for sixty years past, the
county and borough police had been under local controL The local
authorities alone could form a judgment worth having, of the
dimensions of a local riot, of the forces required to keep it under
control, and of the proper handling of those forces. The Home
Secretary could indeed offer advice: they were free to accept or
reject it. He was, it was true, as a matter of mechanics, the adminis-
trative channel through which they could indent for such further
protective forces as they deemed necessary* But it would ill become
him, necessarily less well informed, to deny any such demand put
forward by them and backed by the weight of their local knowledge.
The appeal for troops was made by the local authority, on their
own responsibility, and complied with by the military authority
(the Home Office acting as a mere ministerial conduit pipe) in
pursuance of the duty which the law laid upon them.
He added that the question whether the military had fired with
or without sufficient justification, was still an open one. Two
Coroner's juries holding inquests on the two victims had pronounced
on the issue, in different senses, Having regard to their decisions,
and to the obscurity in which many material facts wore involved,
he proposed to constitute a tribunal of inquiry. But so far as his
own action was concerned he challenged his critics to say whether
any of them, with his knowledge, and exercising his functions, would
have done otherwise than he had.
The promised Commission of inquiry was presided over by Lord
Bowen, Mr. Haldane and Sir Albert Bollitt acting as assessors.
After an exhaustive investigation it vindicated unreservedly the
action of the troops. Placed as they were, they had no alternative
but to fire, and the magistrate would have failed in his legal duty
if he had not called on them to do so* The Commission further
performed a public service by removing certain obstinate popular
misconceptions. For instance, it exploded the notion that force
• may not be used against rioters until the " Riot Act has been read " :
and laid down in plain terms the principle—not perhaps even yet
sufficiently recognised—that according to the Common Law of
England, every citizen (whether soldier or civilian) is not only
entitled but bound, in times of public disorder, to help to maintain

